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Statistics of Sums Given by Native Gentry in India for Chari- 
table ami Educational Institutions and for Works of Public 
Utility. By Colonel W. H. Sykes, M.P., F.R.S. 

[Read before Section F, British Association, at Nottingham, August, 1866.] 

I had proposed embracing the last ten years in my review of the 
liberal contributions of native gentry in India for charitable 
purposes or objects of public utility ; but in going over the list, I 
found it was more extensive than was necessary to afford illustra- 
tions of. the singularly unprejudiced feelings with which native 
gentlemen, alien to the British in origin, and destitute of common 
sympathies in social life or religious sentiments, had opened their 
purses for the promotion of objects which were entirely of a 
European character, even to the restoration of the spire of a 
Protestant church, the donation of a clock for a church, and the 
completion of the memorial church at Colaba, in Bombay, which 
had been interrupted from failure of funds. The natives of India 
had always been characterised for their charity, with a certainty, 
permanency, and amount, which to this day has rendered a poor 
law in India unnecessary. An outlay of money, therefore, in this 
direction was to be expected; but to find native gentlemen dis- 
tinguishing themselves in a spontaneous princely munificence for 
objects associated with the habits of their foreign rulers, is a feature 
not less creditable and honourable to them than complimentary and 
satisfactory to the British Government. The late Sir Jamsetjee 
Jejeebhoy, Bart., and a member of the Parsee community, out of 
his private fortune, contributed not less than half a million of money 
for the endowment of hospitals on the European system, the 
foundation of schools and collegiate establishments, supply of 
water to towns, and other similar public objects, and his sons are 
treading in his steps. But this liberal spirit is not confined to the 
Parsee class of the community. Hindoos, Jains, Mahomedans, and 
native Jews have equally distinguished themselves, as I will now 
show, in a running comment upon the contributions of individual 
gentlemen for various purposes. For the reason previously assigned, 
however, I shall confine myself to two years, the contributions made 
in 1862 and 1863, before the plethora of money in Bombay from 
cotton speculations. 
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But the tide of native liberality was not at its flood. To the 
munificent donations that had been made within a few weeks to 

the local and other charities of Bombay, there are now to be added 

the following : — 

Rupees* 
To the Strangers' Friend Society — 

Ardaseer Eduljee Chenoy, Esq 1,000 

M. Nusserwanjee Bliownnugguree, Esq 2>5oo 

To the Society of St. Vincent de Paul — 

M. Nusserwanjee Bhownugguree, Esq 300 

Sorabjee Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, Esq 700 

To the Asiatic Some, London — 
Karsundas Madliowdas, Esq., and Cousin 10,000 

It is a gratifying feature in all these cases, that no appeal had 
been made to give them publicity ; but the editors of the papers 
did not feel it right that they should pass unnoticed. A few days 
subsequently, also, a subscription of not less than Rs. 80,000 was 
raised at once, upon the representation to a few native gentlemen 
of the distressed condition of the Madras weavers. The donors 
were as follows : — 

Rupees. 
For the Madras Weavers, 5th September, 1863 — 

Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, Bart ] 

Honourable Mr. Rustomjee Jamsetjee > 25,000 

Cursetjee Eurdonjee, Esq J 

Honourable Mr. Sunkersett 5,000 

Merwanjee Eramjee Panday, Esq 5,000 

Cowasjee Jehangee, Esq 5>ooo 

Cursetjee Nusserwanjee Cama, Esq 5,000 

M. Nusserwanjee Bhownuggree 5,000 

Premcbund Roychund, Esq 5,000 

Sorabjee Pestonjee Eramjee, Esq 5,000 

Byramjee Hormusjee Cama, Esq 5>ooo 

Kursondass Madhavadass, Esq 3,000 

M. and B. C. Cama and Co 2,000 

Honourable Mr. Premabhaee 3,000 

Munguldass Nathoobhoy, Esq 5>ooo 

78,000 

The subscription list for this last purpose was in the hands of 
Messrs. Ritchie, Stewart, and Co., and it was hoped that some 
of the leading European houses would supplement the list liberally. 
Madras had shown herself so backward in this matter, that it was 
desirable Bombay should remind her of the distress she is doing 
little or nothing to relieve. There is great distress amongst the 
weavers of Conjeveram and other districts of that Presidency ; and 

* Rupee = zs.; hence by striking off the last cipher from any sum expressed 
in rupees, its equivalent in pounds sterling is found. 
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in the sympathy for the operatives in Lancashire, it would surely 
be unbecoming to lose sight of the sufferings of the native weavers 
of India. All honour to the gentlemen who so nobly commenced 
this movement, which was commended very earnestly to the sup- 
port of the great European firms. The form the relief should take 
was discussed. In case Madras contrived to raise an equal sum as 
Bombay, the Government no doubt would double the amount, to be 
applied as the local committees might suggest. It was proposed to 
bring a large body of these weavers round to Bombay, for employ- 
ment in the mills. 

Strangers' Home. 

The Europeans of Bombay projected a Strangers' Home for the 
accommodation and relief of European vagrants. No call had been 
made on the natives for contributions, but Mr. Cowasjee Jehangee 
Readymoney came forward spontaneously with a donation of 
50,000 rupees for the erection of the building. There is no parallel 
at the present day to the munificence of this liberal Parsee. 
Mr. Cowasjee, is childless, and has adopted the public as his heir. 

Illuminated GloeJc Tower. 

David Sassoon, a Jew, presented Rs. 20,000 for an illuminated 
clock tower, to be placed at the entrance of the Victoria Gardens, 

Bombay. 

Fountain. 

A fountain was built by public subscription at the head of the 
" Apollo Bunder," in honour of the Duke of Wellington. 

Gift to the Prince and Princess of Wales. 

A subscription was opened for the purpose of presenting the 
Prince and Princess (of Wales) with a collection of some of the 
choicest products of Indian art and industry. Loyal Bombay 
showed itself ambitious to take her part in making the gift to the 
Prince and Princess a splendid offering worthy of India's wealth 
and fame. 

To save the city of Bombay from utter darkness, the public- 
spirited townsman, Mr. Cowasjee Jehanghee, obtained permission 
from the municipality to light Churchgate Street from the church 
gate to the Elphinstone Circle, at his own expense. This is the 
first introduction of lighting streets in Bombay. It was hoped the 
example would induce the municipality to light the streets and 
roads of the island at their own cost. 

The private charities of one son of Sir Jamsetjee (Honourable 
Mr. Rustomjee) in the last few years were estimated at from 
6o,oooZ. to ioo,oooZ. 
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Mr. Bhugwandass Purshotumdass made a very liberal donation 
of Us. xo,ooo to the University of Bombay, for the exclusive pur- 
pose of encouraging the study of Sanscrit. Mr. Bhugwandass had 
also subscribed a sum of Rs. 1,000 to the "Alexandria Native 
" Girls' School " for English, which has since been opened by 
Mr. Maneckjee Cursetjee ; and Mrs. Bhugwandass had bestowed on 
the proposed school a 5 per cent. Government promissory note for 
Rs. 2,000, for the purpose of awarding annually out of the interest 
a medal in the name of Mrs. Bhugwandass, to the meritorious and 
deserving girls. 

David Sassoon, Esq., in addition to founding a General Hospital 
at Poona, had, with characteristic liberality, placed a sum of 
25,000 rupees at the disposal of the committee for the establishment 
there of an asylum for such persons as were, owing to bodily defects 
and infirmities, unable to earn their livelihood. Mr. Sassoon, 
though not a native of India, has expended in the Bombay 
Presidency, during his residence there, upwards of one hundred 
thousand pounds in various acts of benevolence ; and his excellent 
example has of late been followed by a few others. 

Lifeboat in England, 2,000^. 

An eminent Parsee merchant firm in the city of London has 
presented a sum of 2,000^. to the Royal National Lifeboat Association, 
through its chairman, Thomas Baring, Esq., M.P., to enable it to 
form a lifeboat establishment on the English coast, and permanently 
to uphold it. 

A representation having been made to some of the leading native 
firms in Bombay, of the distressed condition of the Madras weavers, 
the sum of 80,000 rupees was subscribed in a few days, the 
Jeejeebhoys heading the subscription list with the munificent 
donation of Rs. 25,000. Two, three, and five thousand rupees 
were the amounts respectively contributed by a dozen other houses. 
Then Karsundas Madhowdas, Esq., a Jain, remitted ten thousand 
rupees to the Asiatic Home, in Poplar, London ; and Nusserwanjee 
Bhownugguree, Esq., presented 250Z. to the Strangers' Friend 
Society. 

The Honourable Mr. Jugonath Sunkersett, a Hindoo, expressed 
his intention of contributing Rs. 5,000 worth of botanical, geo- 
logical, and other works on natural history, to the Bombay branch 
of the Royal Asiatic Society. Rs. 5,000 worth of books on history 
and political economy were also expected from another native 
gentleman. Oowasjee Jehanghee's presentation (Rs. 5,000 of 
Oriental works) will, it is hoped, arrive in a month or two. Some 
time ago a road was proposed from Poona to Parbuttee, and the 
Honourable Jugonath Sunkersett at once offered to construct it, 
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and he has actually commenced it. The collector of Poona had 
resolved to erect a tablet on the road, with an inscription stating by 
whom it was made. 

The Rev. F. Gell acknowledged the receipt of Rs. 1,000, 
towards St. Paul's, Poona, as " an offering, the fulfilment of a vow," 
from an anonymous donor. This is the second thousand rupees 
anonymously subscribed towards this church, which it is pleasing 
to notice has enlisted so much sympathy. Sir Bartle Frere and 
Mr. Arthur signified their intention of putting in a memorial 
window to the late Sir George Arthur ; another window was also to 
be put in by Major Holland, in memory of his late wife ; and no 
doubt others will follow this example of commemorating their 
friends or relations in painted glass, beautifying the House of God, 
rather than in doleful and seldom-seen monumental stones in a 
grass-grown grave yard. 

With a view to show the extent of individual munificence, 
I classify the preceding statements. 

Native Benefactions, 1863. 

Mb. Cowasjee Jehahgee Readymoney, a Parsee. 

Rupees. 
Elphinstone College Buildings 1,00,000 

Buildings for the University of Bombay 1,00,000 

Forty drinking fountains, and two public fountains, about .... 20,000 

A public fountain at the cathedral 7,000 

Buildings for civil engineering college at Poona 50,000 

Illuminated clock on the tower of St. John's Church 7,500 

Building for the Strangers' Home 50,000 

Zoroastrian academy at.Nowsaree 20,000 

» ,, 10,000 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 500 

The Madras weavers 5,000 

Books to the Bombay Branch Boyal Asiatic Society 5,000 

A seal for the Bombay University 1,200 

Relief of the fever-stricken poor of Canara 3,600 

Bombay native general library 1,000 

Catholic orphanages 200 

Hospital at Surat 1,00,000 

Eye infirmary 50,000 

Fountain, Victoria Gardens 4,000 

5,35.ooo 

Sie Jamsbtjbb Jejeebhoy, Babt., a Parsee. 

Buildings for the Poona College 1,00,000 

Public fountain on the site of the Wellesley statue 25,000 

Madras weavers 8,333 

Bombay native general library 1,500 

Victoria Gardens 3,000 

1,37,83-3 
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Native Benefactions, 1863 — Contd. 

The Hon. RuStohjee Jamsetjee Jeejebhoy, a Parsee. 

Rupees. 

Promotion of education in Guzerat 1,00,000 

Madras weavers , 8,333 

Bombay native general library 2,000 

For the education of five native barristers 1,50,000 

Catholic orphanages 200 

Victoria Gardens 1,000 



2,6i,533 



The honourable gentleman has given large sums in private charity during his 
tour through Guzerat, of which there is no record. 

Mb. Cubsetjee Fuedoonjee Paeuck, a Parsee. 

Rupees. 

Promotion of education in G-uzerat 50,000 

Madras weavers 8,333 

Native general library 2,000 

Catholic orphanages 200 

Professorship of economic science 75,000 

Victoria Gardens 20,000 

Fountain, Victoria Gardens 30,000 



1.85.533 



This gentleman has also given large sums in private charity in his tour 
through Guzerat with the Honourable Mr. Rustomjee, of which there is no 
record. 

Mb. Batid Sassoon, a Jew. 



Illuminated clock tower, Victoria Gardens 20,000 

A charity house in Poona 25,000 

A hospital in Poona 1,50,000 

Building for Bombay mechanics' institution 60,000 

Sufferers from cholera in Poona 1,000 

Victoria Gardens 1,000 



2,57,000 



The Hon. Jugunnathjee Sitnkeesett, a Hindoo. 

Madras weavers 5,000 

Books to the Bombay Branch Royal Asiatic Society 5,000 

Native general library 1,000 

Victoria Gardens 1,000 

Catholic orphanages 200 



12,200 



The Hon. Peemabhoy Hemabhoy, a Jain. 

Madras weavers 5,000 

Native general library 1,000 

6,000 
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Native Benefactions, 1863 — Contd. 
Mb. Bhtowandass Pubshotumdass, a Hindoo. 

Rupees. 

Various charities in Poona 8,000 

A Sanscrit library 1,00,000 

„ scholarship in the Bombay University 10,000 

Native general library 1,000 

Victoria Gardens 500 

1,19,500 

Mb. Sobabjeb Pestonjee Ebamjee, a Parsee. 

Distributed among his relative, servants, and others 2,00,000 

Madras weavers 5,000 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 1,000 

University scholarships 1,00,000 

Victoria Gardens 5,000 

3,11,000 

Mb. SobAbjee Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, a Parsee. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 700 

Native general library 1,500 

Catholic orphanages 2,000 

4,200 

Mb. Munguedass Nuthoobhoy, a Jain. 

Madras weavers 5,000 

Native general library 500 

Victoria Gardens 15,000 

20,500 

Messbs. Cama and Co., of Bombay and London, Parsees. 

University College Hospital, London 10,000 

„ London „ 30,000 

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution 20,000 

Victoria Gardens 1,000 

University scholarship 15,000 

Encouragement of education in England 15,000 

91,000 

Mb. Mebwamjee Nussebwanjee Bhownugqbee, a Parsee. 

Native general library 800 

The Strangers' Friend Society A 2,500 

„ Society of St. Vincent de Paul 500 

„ Madras weavers 5,000 

8,800 
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Native Benefactions, 1863 — Contd. 

Mb. Kubsondas Madhewdas, a Hindoo. 

Rupees. 
Victoria Gardens „ 500 

The Asiatic Home, London 10,000 

„ Madras weavers 3,000 

Native general library 500 

Belief of sufferers in American war 10,000 

24,000 

Mb. Cuesetjee Nttssei^wanjeb Cama, a Parsee. 

For class of Parsee girl teachers 10,000 

The Madras weavers J,ooo 

Catholic orphanages 200 

15,200 
Mb. Btbamjee Hobmusjee Cama, a Parsee. 

The Madras weavers .'. 5,000 

„ Native general library 1,000 

Port gratuitous dispensary 11,000 

Catholic orphanages 5° 

17.050 
General Subscriptions. 
Subscriptions in behalf of Bhimjee Jeewanjee, a bone setter 45,000 
Mr. Khursedji Eurdoonji Parekh, for a school of industry "I 

at Surat _ J 5 ' 

The same gentleman, for a dhurumshala near the railway 1 

station at Surat * J •*' 

The same gentleman, for grain to be distributed among the \ 

poor of Surat ; J *"' 

Mr. Sorabji Jamsetji Jeejeehhai, for a building for the high 1 

school at Surat J '' 

Mr. Premchand Raechand, for a girls' school at Surat 12,500 

The same gentleman, for a dharamshala at Surat 35,°°o 

The same gentleman, for a public garden at Surat and a 1 

large piece of land J '' 

The Honourable Premabhai Hemabhai, for the girls' school 1 

at Surat J * 

Mr. JKahandas Narandas, for the girls' school at Surat 5 00 

Mr. Burjorji Mehrwanji, of Surat, for an English branch! 

school for the Parsees of Surat J '' 

The Alexandra Native Girls' English Institution 58,000 

Mr. Cursetjee Bustomjee Cama, to the funds of the Parsee \ 

Girls' School Association J ' 

Mr. Limjee and Mr. Cowasjee Manockjee, for an annual \ ( ^ 

gold medal in connection with the Bombay University.... J '' 

The relatives of Mr. Muncherjee Jamshedjee Wadia, on 1 

the death of his widow, to several local charities J '' 

Mr. Homejee Cursetjee Dady, for an annual prize to the "1 

Bombay University J ' ° 

3,16,000 
VOL. XXX. PART IV. 2 
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Church Clock and Repair of Church. 

The " Bombay Gazette." — States that " Mr. Cowasjee Jehangee has placed the 
sum of Rs. 7,500 at the disposal of the Eev. Mr. Maule to pay the cost of erecting 
an illuminated clock on the tower of St. John's Church, Colaba. He has further 
expressed his willingness to furnish money to the extent of Rs. 25,000 towards 
completing the church. Meanwhile the matter has been referred to Government. 
We cannot but admire the munificence of Mr. Cowasjee in this, as in so many other 
of his public benefactions, but, we think, it is something of a reflection on Christian 
liberality, to say the least, that a Parsee's liberality should also be needed in such a 
matter. 

" The offer was made in the following shape : — 

To the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

" ' Sib, — I understand that sufficient funds have been raised lately for the com- 
pletion of St. John's Church in Colaba, with the exception of the sum required for 
the steeple. The church is built, I believe, as a memorial of the English soldiers 
who fell in the Cabul war ; and. although native gentlemen have not been invited 
to subscribe thereto, it occurs to me as possible that Government will not refuse a 
donation from me for the purpose of erecting the spire. 

*" I am told the steeple will be an important landmark to mariners, and on 
this ground alone I should gladly defray the cost of its erection, while I cannot but 
remember also, that many thousands of my own countrymen perished in the disastrous 
Affghan war. 

" ' I think it very desirable also, as there is no public timepiece in Colaba, that 
an illuminated clock should be placed in the tower ; and I beg, therefore, to propose 
that a clock and spire should be provided, and the cost defrayed jointly by the 
Government and myself in equal proportions. In making this proposal, I assume 
that the cost of both will not exceed 15,000 rupees (fifteen thousand), of which 
amount I am willing to subscribe 7,500 rupees (seven thousand five hundred). 
" ' I have the honour to be, Sir, 

" ' Your most obedient servant, 

" ' 8th August, 1863. " ' Cowasjee Jehangee.' 

" The Rev. Mr. Maule achieved by his perseverance, what his predecessors 
either never attempted, or failed in attempting. Owing to this gentleman's 
exertions, it is understood that the whole 50,000 or 60,000 rupees required to 
complete the church have been at last obtained." 

David Sassoon. 

" The Friend of China," Tuesday, 10th January, 1865. — States in regard to 
one of the great donors, " Bombay has lost one of its most energetic, wealthy, 
public-spirited and benevolent citizens. The venerable David Sassoon, head of the 
Jewish community of Western India, and a merchant prince of world-wide reputa- 
tion, died in the city of Poona on the 5th instant. In personal appearance, in 
private character, and in public life, David Sassoon was a most remarkable man. 
Everything in his outward man heightened his dignity of presence ; he walked 
' the prince and the great man in Israel ' that he really was. He possessed the 
most complete command over himself, and had formed the strictest habits of life 
and of business; in energy and perseverance he was as much more conspicuous 
than others as in his Saul-like stature. In public life he was ever foremost to 
engage in any enterprise that promised to promote the welfare of his fellow men, 
-to improve the city in which he dwelt, and to extend the commerce of the . east ; 
he had a large heart, and his liberality and benevolence were well proportioned 
to his colossal wealth. It would not be easy to enumerate even his public bene- 
factions ; he founded the industrial school and reformatory in Bombay which bears 
his name, by a gift of the premises and a donation of Rs. 50,000 ; he built a 
Jewish synagogue in Bombay, and endowed a school in connection with it, both 
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of which are ornaments to the city, at a cost of Rs. 2,00,000 j a magnificent 
general hospital is now in course of construction in Poona, for which he con- 
tributed the sum of Rs. 1,85,000; and towards a charity house for the infirm, 
in that city, he contributed Rs. 25,000 ; he gave Rs. 60,000 to build a mechanics' 
institute in Bombay; Rs. 20,000 for a clock tower in the New Victoria and 
Albert Garden ; he subscribed yearly the sum of Rs. 50,000 for the maintenance 
of poor Jews in Bombay, Jerusalem, Bagdad, Bussora, and other places in which 
he was interested. But these benefactions, amounting to nearly Rs. 7,00,000, 
are far from exhausting even his public charities, while his private charity flowed 
in constant streams, and it is believed aggregated far more than his public 
benefactions." 

Many of the above munificent donations for charitable and 
public objects were made before the merchants of Bombay found 
themselves with a plethora of money from success in the cotton 
speculations. The following donations were made when private 
treasuries were full to overflowing : — 

"Bombay Times," 13th to 28th March, 1865. — States "the liberality of the 
Jamsetjee family seems to flow with a deep and continuous current. The School of 
Arts, founded by the late baronet, and which, it is expected, will soon be developed 
in a very efficient practical form, has just received the following additional endow- 
ments : — From the Dowager Lady Jamsetjee, Rs. 1 50,000 ; from her daughter, 
Rs. 15,000; and from the Honourable Mr. Rustomjee, Rs. 55,000; in all two 
lakhs and twenty thousand rupees." 

The " Friend of India."— States " Mr. Premchund Roychund's gift of two lakhs 
of rupees to the University of Calcutta, announced on Saturday by the vice-chancellor, 
is most opportune. The money was entrusted to the Honourable Mr. Anderson to 
be spent on some public object in Calcutta, and he has shown the discrimination 
which was to be expected of him in selecting the university. The fact that, in 
spite of many eloquent appeals, this is the first ertdowment offered to the university, 
is another of those commentaries on the selfish apathy of the Bengali millionaires, 
which we have now come to accept as ineradicable. Yet surely men who count 
their Government paper in bundles of eighty lakhs, and spend more on a single 
marriage than the Jain speculator has given, will be stirred up by this example. 
The university has not even a mace for its senate, and all its arrangements are 
destitute of either dignity or pomp. The building promised by Government is as 
yet only spoken of. It will fall to the senate to decide on the object to which this 
endowment is to be devoted. Their own recommendation, that a chair of physical 
science should be established in the new building for all the neighbouring colleges, 
they will now be able to carry out. No mere official difficulties as to the super- 
vision of the professor should prevent this. The syndicate can well appoint him 
and inspect his work, without raising the question as to how the Government of 
India, which has no educational department, can do so." 

The " Bombay Times " states that " Mr. Merwanjee Framjee Panday, broker 
to Messrs. Campbell, Mitchell, and Co., has contributed one lac of rupees, with the 
object of providing house accommodation at reasonable rents for Zoroastrians 
residing at Bombay. This donation was made on Thursday last, at the performance 
of the third day's funeral ceremonies consequent upon the death of Mr. Marwanjee's 
mother. Trustees have been nominated to take charge of the above sum, with 
instructions to purchase extensive lots of land in Girgaum, Grant Road, or the 
Bellasis and Faulkland Roads, to build chawls and houses thereon, and to re-sell 
the land in small portions, or the houses separately, at cost price, to Parsees only. 
The trustees are to purchase and re-sell lands and houses according to their dis- 
cretion, until the whole fund of one lac of rupees shall have been expended. At 
the performance of the ceremony in question, the relatives of the deceased lady 
contributed an aggregate sum of Rs. 81,475 for various charitable and religious 
purposes." 

2o2 
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" In accordance with a well-known Parsee custom, Mr. Jamshedjee Pallonjee, 
and other members of his family, have, on the occasion of their mother's death, 
subscribed Rs. 5,000 to the following charitable institutions: — Ks. 600 to the 
Surat Poor Zoroastrians* Burial Fund; Rs. 500 to the Bombay Poor Zoroastrians' 
Burial Fund; Rs. 900 to the Fort Gratuitous Dispensary's general fund ; Rs. 1,000 
to the Zoroastrians' Girls Schools general fund; Rs. 1,000 for a 'Mithiby 
Pallonje Capudias ' prize — Mithiby being the name of the deceased lady — to be 
awarded annually from the interest in the * Mulla Eirouz Mudresha,' for the best 
Guzerathi essay on some Zoroastrian religious subject ; and Rs. 1,000 for a 
' Mithiby Pallonjee Capudias ' prize, to be awarded every year from the interest, to 
any native girl in the Alexandra Native Girls' English Institution, for the best 
English essay on any social or moral subject." 

Casting our eyes over the preceding details, we see that Sorabjee 
Pestanjee Framjee, a Parsee and fire- worshipper, makes a donation 
of Rs. 5,500 to a school founded by David Sassoon, a native Jew. 
Cowajee Jehangee, a Parsee, gives Rs. 7,000 for erecting fountains 
opposite the English cathedral ; the same munificent Parsee gives 
Rs. 50,000 to build an eye hospital for sufferers of every creed, and 
Rs. 100,000, or 10,000?., for additional buildings for the Elphinstone 
College, and Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 100,000 for a Strangers' Home ! 
Kursundas Mahadewdas, a Jain, gives Rs. 10,000 to the Asiatic 
Home in London, the refugees in which are almost exclusively 
Mahomedan Lascars, from ships engaged in the India trade, who 
are fanatics against all other religions than that of Mahomet. 
Many Hindoos and Parsees also make donations to this "Home " 
for Asiatics. The Parsee, Cowasjee Jehangee, gives Rs. 7,500 for an 
illuminated clock in the steeple of St. John's Church, Colaba, when 
completed ; and he offers to share with the Government the expense 
to complete the steeple. Other Parsees gave donations to Catholic 
orphanages, and Sorabjee Pestanjee Framjee gave Rs. 1,000 to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Religious tolerance cannot go 
further than this. 

But I must not omit to dwell on a novel and highly praiseworthy 
feature in native liberality ; the more praiseworthy and the more 
remarkable as it is absolutely in conflict with ancestral prejudices 
and the social habits of the well-to-do classes of all religious 
denominations in India, I mean the education of girls and the 
introduction of females into native society. The social position of 
females in India from all times has been little better than that 
of animal existence within their domestic walls. Happily Mr. 
Drinkwater Bethune, in Bengal, and Mr. Mansekjee Cursetjee, an 
enlightened Parsee, in Bombay, benevolently endeavoured to move 
the native community, and with some success, to give females some 
education, with a view to make them intellectual companions. As 
Mr. Bethune's efforts took place anterior to the period to which I 
have limited myself in this paper, I shall only notice the donations 
to female schools in Western India in 1862-63. Mr. Manockjee 
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Cursetjee had given his daughters an English education, with the 
usual female accomplishments, and his example seems to Lave had 
a good effect upon the Parsee community to which he belongs, and 
which extended ultimately to liberal Hindoos. It will be seen by 
the preceding statements that Mr. Manockjee Cursetjee contributed 
Rs. 4,000 to the formation of girls' schools in Bombay. Mr. 
Premchund Raechand, a Hindoo, gave Rs. 12,500 for a girls' school 
at Surat ; and two other Hindoos gave donations for the same 
purpose ; and the Sassoon family of Jews gave Rs. 5,000 ; and 
E. N. Cama, a Parsee, Rs. 12,000 ; and the amount contributed in 
Bombay alone exceeded Rs. 70,000. Here we have Parsees, 
Hindoos, and Jews contributing to a common object which will 
ultimately revolutionise the social position of females in India. 
From the public press we learn that these efforts are not confined to 
Bengal and Western India, but that the Sikh chieftains in the 
Punjab are promoting female education with marvellous zeal and 
effect. A better time is coming for women in India. 

The preceding facts, illustrating the character of the native 
mind in India, will, I trust, have a due effect upon their governors 
both in India and England; and in the course of time raise a 
livelier feeling of interest in the welfare and happiness of two 
hundred millions of human beings placed by Providence, for good 
or for evil, under British control, than is usually manifested in 
England. 



